SALTWATER: A THEORY OF THOUGHT FORMS 
Biographies of the 14th Istanbul Biennial alliances and participants present at the media conference on September 10, 2014
Anna Boghiguian (b. 1946) is an artist who lives and works in various places around the world. The work of Boghiguian represents a conflation of various perspectives, textures and impressions, which emerge from the influences and impact of travelling, particularly in urban spaces. Her solo exhibitions include Unstructured Diary for an Autobiography, daadgalerie, Berlin (2013) and Cavafy Museum, Alexandria (1995). Group shows include dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012) and Sharjah Biennial 10: Plot for a Biennial, Sharjah (2011). [present]
Arlette Quynh-Anh Tran (b. 1987, Berlin) lives and works in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). She has participated in various cultural and visual art projects as coordinator, curator, researcher or advisor. She is currently a member of Art Labor, a Saigon artists collective founded in 2012, and Assistant Curator at Sàn Art. In 2007 she curatorially assisted Rirkrit Tiravanija and Gridthiya Gaweewong for the Saigon Open City project, the first large-scale exhibition of contemporary art in Vietnam. Tran is also a writer on creativity and contemporary art for a number of publications. Recently, she curated Unconditional Belief, Sàn Art (2014) and was a researcher for World Biennale Forum, Kwangju (2012).

Aslı Çavuşoğlu (b. 1982, Istanbul) is an artist who lives and works in Istanbul. Her projects examine the way in which cultural and historical facts are transformed, represented and interpreted by individuals. Working across various media, Çavuşoğlu often assumes the role of an interpreter, writer or facilitator in her projects in order to highlight the precarious and subjective nature of our shared histories. Recent solo shows include The Stones Talk, ARTER, Istanbul (2013) and Murder in Three Acts, Delfina Foundation, London (2013). Recent group shows include The Crime Was Almost Perfect, Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art, Rotterdam (2014) and Signs Taken in Wonder, MAK Museum, Vienna (2013). [present]
Cansu Çakar (b. 1988, Istanbul) is an artist who currently lives and works in İzmir. Having begun her higher education in 2006 at Dokuz Eylül University Traditional Turkish Arts Department, İzmir, Çakar later on went to Moholy-Nagy Arts and Design University, Budapest to study graphic design. Currently, she runs an independent art studio named “Miniature Atelier”. Among the group shows she has recently participated in, there are Port Izmir 3 International Contemporary Art Triennial, Izmir (2014); Budapest Design Week, Budapest (2012) and 15th International Festival of Visual Arts For Young Artists from ECO Member States, Gorgan City, Iran (2008). She has also exhibited her illustrations in Bologna Children's Book Fair, Bologna (2012). [present]
Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev (b. 1957, Ridgewood, NJ) is currently "drafting" the 14th Istanbul Biennial and is Visiting Professor at Northwestern University as well as Getty Visiting Scholar (2015). She was the Artistic Director of dOCUMENTA (13) (2012). Her work explores how exhibitions, art writing and art history could be re-imagined for the purpose of a more worldly ecology, co-evolution and flourishing of all forms of life on the planet. Christov-Bakargiev was the Chief Curator of the Castello di Rivoli Museo di Arte Contemporanea, Turin (2002 - 2008; Interim Director in 2009); Artistic Director of the 16th Biennale of Sydney (2008) and Senior Curator at MoMA PS1, New York (1991 – 2001). Her books include William Kentridge (1998), Arte Povera (1999) and the Book of Books (2012). [present]

Cevdet Erek (b. 1974, Istanbul) is an artist who lives and works in Istanbul. His art is characterised by a marked use of rhythm and site specificity. Erek often combines spatial interventions, sound, graphics, text and performance in an attempt to alter the viewer’s perception and experience of a given space. His solo exhibitions include Alt Üst, Spike Island, Bristol (2014) and Week, Kunsthalle Basel (2012). Erek realized the installation Raum der Rhythmen, dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012) and his book Room of Rhythms 1 (2012) was published by Verlag der Buchhandlung Walther König. [present]
Chus Martínez (b. 1972, Ponteceso) currently lives and works in Basel, where she is the Head of the Art Institute at the Fachhochschule Nordwestschweiz FHNW – University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland. She has a background in philosophy and art history. She was dOCUMENTA (13) Head of Department and Member of Core Agent Group. Previously she was the Chief Curator at MACBA – Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona (2008 – 2010), the Director of Frankfurter Kunstverein, Frankfurt (2005 – 2008) and the Artistic Director of Sala Rekalde, Bilbao (2002 – 2005). For the 50th Venice Biennial (2005), Martínez curated the National Pavilion of Cyprus, and in 2010 she served as a Curatorial Advisor for the 29th São Paulo Biennial. She lectures regularly and has written numerous catalogue texts and critical essays.
Elvan Zabunyan (b. 1968, Paris) is a contemporary art historian and art critic based in Paris. She is a professor at Rennes University, France and the Director of the Curatorial Program in the Art History Department. Her current research focuses on a redefinition of contemporary art history through postcolonial theories and the genealogy of cultural displacement. She also works on feminist art and theories at the turn of the 1970s. She is the author of many essays on contemporary visual arts in books, exhibition catalogues and journals. She published, amongst others, Black is a Color: A history of Contemporary African American Art (2004 – 2005) and Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, Berkeley, 1968 (2013).
Emin Özsoy (b. 1950, Ankara) lives and works in Mersin where he is a professor and the Head of Physical Oceanography at the Institute of Marine Sciences, Middle East Technical University. His research and expertise in oceanography is focused on basin and shelf circulation, wave and tidal motions, tsunamis, strait dynamics and outflows, ocean modelling, double diffusive convection, isotope tracers, ecosystem dynamics, as well as regional meteorology and transport. Özsoy is the author of major research, review papers and essays included in books and published proceedings. He has been a visiting professor at the University of Bologna (2014 – 2015) and Harvard University, Cambridge (1989 – 1990), amongst other universities.

Emre Hüner (b. 1977, Istanbul) is an artist who lives and works in Istanbul and Amsterdam. Working with drawing, video, sculpture, installations and other mediums, Hüner's practice focuses on constructed narratives and eclectic assemblages which explore the subjects of utopia, archaeology, ideas of progress and future through re-imagination of the spatial and architectural entities, organic and artificial forms. Recent solo exhibitions include Aeolian, Rodeo, Istanbul (2013) and MAMProject 019, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo (2013). Recent group exhibitions include Approximately Infinite Universe, Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego (2013) and Manifesta 9, Genk (2012). [present]
Fernando García-Dory (b. 1978, Madrid) is an artist who lives between Madrid, Mallorca and the Northern Spanish mountains. Drawing on his studies of art, sociology and archaeology, García-Dory’s practice confronts cultural conditions under post-Fordism. Rethinking the role of the artist as a producer of living culture, he operates on human relations with nature within interrelated contexts, such as landscape, the rural, identity, crisis and utopia. He works with arts institutions such as Museo Reina Sofía, Madrid (2010); Tensta Konsthall, Spånga (2014); Van Abbe Museum, Eindhoven (2014); Arts Maebashi Japan, Maebashi-shi (2014). [present]
Füsun Onur (b. 1938, Istanbul) is an artist who lives and works in Istanbul. As one of Turkey's pioneering contemporary artists, Onur’s works deal with potentials of space, time, rhythm and form that are inherent in simple, everyday materials charged with narrative and oblique autobiographical references. Onur’s works often push the boundaries of painting and sculpture, aiming at breaking the boundary between them. Her recent solo exhibitions include Through the Looking-Glass, Arter, Istanbul (2014) and Variations, Maçka Sanat Galerisi, Istanbul (2012). Her group shows include do it Moscow, Garage Centre for Contemporary Culture, Moscow (2014) and EindhovenIstanbul, Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven (2005). [present]
Griselda Pollock (b. 1949, Bloemfontein) lives in Leeds where she is Professor of Social and Critical Histories of Art at the University of Leeds. She is an art historian and a cultural analyst who has been involved in critically rethinking art's many histories through engagement with postcolonial, queer, international feminist challenges to knowledge. She is currently working on trauma, memory and the aesthetic. Her recently published books include After-affects I After-Images: Trauma and Aesthetic Transformation in the Virtual Feminist Museum (2013); Visual Politics and Psychoanalysis: Art & the Image in Post-Traumatic Cultures (2013) and Art in the Time-Space of Memory and Migration: Sigmund Freud, Anna Freud and Bracha Ettinger in the Freud  Museum (2013). Pollock has also recently co-edited Concentrationary Memories: Totalitarian Terror and Cultural Resistance (2013) with Max Silverman.
Marcos Lutyens (b. 1964, London) is an artist who lives in Los Angeles. His work with the mind has led him to develop events and exhibits that reflect research with specific groups such as the Muxhe, from the Zapotec culture in Southern Mexico. Building on his investigations into consciousness and social dynamics, Lutyens has worked on large-scale projects that involve the broader surroundings and that often make use of hypnosis. His recent solo shows include Pulled, Alberta Pane Gallery, Paris (2014) and Pushed, Chambers Fine Art, Beijing (2014). His recent group exhibitions include Rockaway!, MoMA PS1 in collaboration with Honolulu Biennial, New York City (2014) and thingworld, NAMOC – National Art Museum of China, Beijing (2014).
Merve Kılıçer (b. 1987, Istanbul) is an artist who lives and works in Istanbul. Her works can be described as visualised moments of contextual questions on personal and interpersonal relations as they stem from fragile textures, structures and experimentation. Kılıçer is also a member of the Istanbul-based artist collective KABA HAT. Recent exhibitions include Trümmer auf Trümmer (with KABA HAT), Apartment Project, Berlin (2013); After the Working Hours (with KABA HAT), Onur Gökmen Atelier, Ankara (2012); I am the Property Owner (with KABA HAT), Fatma Belkis & Yaprak Kırdök Atelier, Istanbul (2012) and Cooperative, Sabanci University FASS Art Gallery, Istanbul (2011). [present]
Nanni Balestrini (b. 1935, Milan) is a poet, novelist and visual artist living in Rome and Paris. He was one of the first writers to experiment with computers in the second half of the 20th century. In the 1960s, he was a member of the literary groups Novissimi and Gruppo 63, which united writers of the new avant-garde. He has published numerous lyrics such as Caosmogonia (2010) and Antologica (2013), as well as novels such as Vogliamo tutto (1971), Tristano (2007) and Carbonia (2010). He exhibitied his visual art at the 45th Venice Biennial (1993); MACRO – Museo d'Arte Contemporanea di Roma (2004) and dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012). In Turkey, his writings are published by Otonom Publishing. [present]
Otonom Publishing (f. 2002, Istanbul) is a publishing collective that began its life with “Conatus Journal for Translation”. It prioritised introducing books on post-structuralist philosophical debates and contemporary Marxist labour theories into Turkish, and bringing post-modernist philosophical and political paradigms into question. Among the books and articles it published, there are works by Antonio Negri, Michael Hardt, Etienne Balibar, Gilles Deleuze, John Holloway, Jacques Derrida and Silvia Federici. Along with theoretical articles and books, it also published literary texts, including the work of Nanni Balestrini who comes from the tradition of Italian Autonomist Marxism and writes in an experimental style. [present]
Pınar Yoldaş (b. 1979, Denizli) is a cross disciplinary artist and a researcher at Duke University Center for Cognitive Neuroscience and Media Arts and Sciences, Durham, NC. She lives and works between Durham, NC and Berlin. Pınar’s work explores the collaborative potential between art and biological sciences. Her solo shows include AlterEvolution, Ekavart, Istanbul (2013) and An Ecosystem of Excess, Ernst Schering Project Space, Berlin (2014). Her group shows include thingworld, NAMOC – National Art Museum of China, Beijing (2014) and Transmediale Festival, Berlin (2014). [present]
Pierre Huyghe (b. 1962, Paris) is an artist who lives and works in Paris. His art makes use of the themes of pleasure, adventure and celebration. Through exhibitions, films and public events Huyghe creates scenarios that explore the borders of fiction and reality. His work ranges from puppet theatres to small town parades and model amusement parks. His recent solo shows include Celebration Park, Tate Modern, London (2006) and Pierre Huyghe, Castello di Rivoli Museo di Arte Contemporanea, Turin (2004). His recent group exhibitions include dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012) and the 16th Biennale of Sydney (2008).
Russell Storer (b. 1970, Wyalkatchem) is the Head of Asian and Pacific Art at the Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane. His curatorial focus is the contemporary art of South East Asia. From 2001 to 2008, he was a curator at the MCA – Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney. He was on the curatorial teams for the 6th and 7th Asia Pacific Triennials of Contemporary Art, Brisbane (2009, 2012), a co-curator of the 3rd Singapore Biennial (2011), a curatorial comrade for the 16th Biennale of Sydney (2008), and a visiting curator at documenta 12, Kassel (2007). He has written widely on Asian and Australian contemporary art.
Susan Philipsz (b. 1965, Glasgow) is an artist who lives and works in Berlin. Her work deals with the spatial qualities of sound and with the relationships between sound and architecture. Philipsz is particularly interested in the emotive and psychological properties of sound and how it can be used as a device to alter individual consciousness. Her recent solo exhibitions include Part File Score, Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin (2014) and The Distant Sound, a radio broadcast experienced at various locations in Denmark, Sweden and Norway (2014). Recent group shows include Manifesta 10, The State Museum Hermitage, St Petersburg (2014). [present]

Vernon Ah Kee (b. 1967, Innisfail) is an artist who lives and works in Brisbane. His works critique Australian contemporary culture, particularly the dichotomy between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal societies and cultures. His art practice consists of video, 3D installation, photography, digital design, painting, printmaking, and drawing, amongst other modes of operation. He is a founding member of the Brisbane-based proppaNOW artists’ collective. Recent solo shows include Tall Man, Gertrude Contemporary, Melbourne (2011) and Vernon Ah Kee, City Gallery, Wellington (2010). His recent group shows include the 16th Biennale of Sydney (2008) and Sakahan: 1st International Quinquennial of New Indigenous Art, National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa (2013). [present]
William Kentridge (b. 1955, Johannesburg) is an artist who lives and works in Johannesburg. Kentridge is one of South Africa’s pre-eminent artists, internationally acclaimed for his drawings, films, theatre and opera productions. His work draws on varied sources, including philosophy, literature, early cinema, theatre and opera to create a complex universe. His solo exhibitions include William Kentridge, Castello di Rivoli Museo di Arte Contemporanea, Turin (2004) and William Kentridge, Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels (1998). His recent group shows include DEEP FEELINGS. From antiquity to now, Kunsthalle Krems, Krems an der Donau (2013) and dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012).
